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blue " farmers and their squires. It has been mobbed
in churches and censured in Parliament. Things
have gone against it, almost uniformly, before the
tribunals. And unfortunately it cannot be said that
it has been without its full share of folly and extrava-
gance in some of its members. And yet it is the
party which has grown; which has drawn some of its
antagonists to itself, and has reacted on the ideas and
habits of others; its members have gradually, as a
matter of course, risen into important post and power.
And it is to be noticed that, as a party, it has been
the most tolerant All parties are in their nature
intolerant; none more so, where critical points arise,
than Liberal ones. But in spite of the Dean of
Westminster's surprise at High Churchmen claiming
to be tolerant, we still think that, in the first place,
they are really much less inclined to meddle with
their neighbours than others of equally strong and
deep convictions; and further, that they have become
so more and more ; and they have accepted the lessons
of their experience; they have thrown off, more than
any strong religious body, the intolerance which was
natural to everybody once, and have learned, better
than- they did at one time, to bear with what they
dislike and condemn. If a party like this comes to
feel itself dealt with harshly and unfairly, sacrificed to
popular clamour or the animosity of inveterate and
unscrupulous opponents, it is certain that we shall be
in great danger.